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Chile
by Virgil Suarez
Cajun princess with your thighs of moonlight, 
that muddy-green of rivers in your eyes,
in your mouth the cadence of jujubes, 
molasses of your lips, cane sugar on your tongue,
when you walk through the rain, water 
soaks down to your essence, a marsh wader.
The sun turns taffy in your hair, your 
body the vessel by which I’ve learned to cross
borders— this land between the dead 
and the living, play your congas conjure lady,
play your talking drum, that’s rain 
falling from your fingers on to their skins,
talk mama, talk, your toll is only that look 
askance, it lets me know the ride’s always free.
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